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TEACHING STATEMENT 

In her pedagogical projects Renske Maria van Dam aspires to connect architects to their research 
and practice in a different way. What distinguishes her approach to pedagogy is an emphasis on 
sited experimentation. She find that, the inflexible categories of architect, artist, scholar and student, 
as well as the goal oriented work ethos that takes place in a sealed-off design office or faculty 
building, distance us from the ‘real work’ in the ‘real life'. The near obsession with the creation of 
design concepts, even conceptualization of the experience of architecture, has undermined the 
experiential aspects of architecture itself. Therefore she abandons a ‘white lab coat’ approach, 
favouring instead hands-on, 'dark, dirty and wild' immersion in and experimentation with the world.  

Instead of approaching architecture at a distance, Renske Maria organizes her studio’s around a 
collective exploration. Participants of the group are held together by affinity rather than by any 
structure of membership or institutional hierarchy. She works by the principle of give-and-take, you 
are asked to contribute what you can and take what you need. Departing from the hypothesis of the 
embodied, enactive, extended, embedded and affective approach to cognition (also known as 4EA) 
she offers theoretical and experiential tools to study the realm of subtle realities that emerges from 
the reciprocity between organism and (built) environment from the immediacy of the lived, moment 
to moment, experience. Through sited experimentation, in the form of performative spatial 
interventions, participants are invited to explore a meadow of knowing in/as/about sited awareness. 
To experiment is not to know in advance and –more often than not–to forget after the event. 
Therefore she start without a predefined plan to let curiosity-driven and pro-active experimentation 
emerge in correspondence with the site.  

 

 

 

 

 



TEACHING  

ArtScience Interfaculty, The Hague 

Royal Academy of Arts | Royal Conservatoire |Leiden University 

09 ’21 - current     Creative Practice Research. BSc and MSc.              

09 ’21 - current     Spacious: The Embodied Mind. BSc and MSc.                          

09 ’20 - 12 ’20     Spacious: Architectural Body. BSc and MSc. 

09 ’19 - 12 ’20     Spacious: Tiny Perceptions. BSc and MSc.  

09 ’19 - 02 ’20     Research Creation. BSc and MSc.   

09 ’18 - 06 ’20     Graduation Guidance. BSc and MSc.  

09 ’16 - 01 ’19     Spacious: Movement Matters. BSc and MSc. 

09 ’16 - 06 ’18     Alternate Perspectives. BSc and MSc.  

Gerrit Rietveld Academy, Amsterdam 

Architecture and Jewellery 

05 ’19  Spacious: Tiny Perceptions. 3rd year BSc. (guest teaching)    

Royal Academy of Arts, The Hague  

Interactive/Media/Design 

09 ’18 - 01 ’19 Shapes, Forms, Spaces. 1st year BSc                                                                                                    

09 ’16 - 01 ’19 Interactive Architecture. 2nd year BSc  

09 ’14 - 06 ’16 Philosophy of Design. 4th year BSc 

09 ’14 - 06 ’16 Graduation Guidance. 4th year BSc 

Interdepartmental 

09 ’13 - 06 ’16 Autonomous Laboratory for Exploration of Progressive Heuristics. BSc, MSc and PhD.  

 Studios: Aleph, Techosophy, Fuck the Binary, Reversible Destiny.   

09 ’14 - 06 ’15 Research and Discourse. 1st year BSc. (set course manual)     

ArtEZ-Aki, Enschede  

Moving Image  

09 ’15 - 01 ’16 Philosophy as Creative practice. 1st year BSc.      

Berlage Institute, Delft 
09 ’13 - 01 ’14 Cartographies of Architecture. (assistant to Dr. Ir Andrej Radman)  


